Guidance on Maintenance

fts

Equipment Maintenance
Each Time The Equipment is Used (by the operator) Annual** Replacement / Refurbishment Intervals Replacement / Refurbishment
As per the manufacturer’s instructions and to include: To include, as per instructions for each time the (Subject to conditions of use) Guidelines
equipment is used, plus:
Regulators and their Visual examination to determine suitability for service Functional tests to ensure correct operation. 5 years or manufacturer’s recommendations.* Replace with a new, repaired, or

integral protective
devices

(e.g. gas, pressure rating, damage), condition of
threads and sealing surfaces, oil or grease
contamination.

Leak test all joints at working pressure.

NB if regulators are repaired or refurbished this shall be
in accordance with BCGA Code of Practice CP17, by a
reputable repairer. BCGA does not approve or accredit
repairers

service exchange unit.

Flashback Arrestors
and their integral cut
off valves

Visual examination to determine suitability for service
(e.g. gas, pressure rating, damage), condition of
threads and sealing surfaces, oil or grease
contamination.

Leak test all joints at working pressure.

Check unit for flow restriction. Reverse flow to ensure
correct operation of non-return valves and pressure
sensitive cut off valves where fitted. If of a pressure
sensitive type check shut off in the tripped condition in
the direction of the flow.

5 years or manufacturer’s recommendations.

Replace with a new, repaired, or
service exchange unit.

Hose Assemblies
(including Non-Return
Valves)

Visual safety check to determine suitability for service
(e.g. gas, pressure rating, damage),condition of cover
(eg kinking and twisting), threads and sealing surfaces.
Check anti-whip restraints where fitted. Leak test all
joints at working pressure.

Reverse hose to ensure the correct operation of non-
return valve where fitted.

Bend hose in tight radius to ensure reinforcement is not
visible.

Determined by local operating conditions.

Replace as required

Blowpipes

Visual examination of the nozzle and inlet seatings for
damage. Leak test all joints at working pressure.

Test valve functions. Blank exits and leak test for
internal malfunction

Determined by local operating conditions.

Replace with a new, repaired, or
service exchange unit.

*Regulator elastomers and seals will wear and deteriorate in service and will deteriorate out of service. Items stored for 1 year or over without use should be
receive inspection as per the annual maintenance inspection.
** This should be carried out by a person with sufficient technical competence
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